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RARIT N BAY STYLE

by Freddy Gamboa
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PREPARATION

Before I head out on any trip,
I male sure I have all of the gear
necessary to cover all the types of
tishing ]}r\'nll attempt. Sometimes
this may require numerows rods
and reels; but Y Mot ix,
“Always be prepared.”

My u.runfnrs-:u::l consists of
two trolling rods; one outfitted
with lead core line, and another
with menofilament line for
rolling Mann's strecch plugs. I
also have two spin casting rods;
one lighter version for casting
metal fures, hu:l}:tails mdfﬁwim-
ming plugs, and another for bi
surrt%:: pfug.s and for angginglg
ndult bunker. T also have two
conventional, or baitcasting, out-
tits on board. One is for drifting
bortom rigs 2ad another is used
for chunkeng,

TIME OF YEAR
AND LOCATION

Grand slams can be caught
throughous the year, starting in
May and continuing right up to
the end of the fall run in Oct
ober, depending on fisheries reg-
ulations and the timing of the
closed seazon for fluke. Mﬁiﬁm
grand slam was ﬂ.ught on May
181, and my last in September

The location of the big four
chunges throughout the season.
At the end of April, the fish tend
to .:nng;:gatc on the mud flats at
the back end of Baritan Bay,
because the shallow dl}pth and
mud allows this part of the bay to
warm up quicker,

Towards the end of May, |
notice these fish tend to move 1o
deeper holes, like the "Keansburg
Canyon.” This location is a 30-
foot hole surrounded by 10 feet
of water, located a quaster-mile
northezst of the Keansburg
Fishing Pier. Shoals such as
Romer and Flynn’s Knoll adja-
cent to channel edges like Sandy
Hook, Ambrose and Swash alss
tend to congregate fish through-
out the summer months,

Late in the summer to the end
of fall, the fish tend to congre-
gate at the entrance of major
rivers, anticipating the flow of
baitfish on their seazonal migra-
tion pattern. | concencrate my
efforts at the Raritan River
underncath the Driscoll Bridge at
the Garden State Parkway, in the
Hudson River underneath the
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Grand Slam conlinoed from page 25

Verrazano Narcows Bridge and juse outside the
Shrewibury River near the Ammo Pler

GIAME PI.JI'M AND TECHNIQUE

Having 2 n::}m}-mﬂhmnmga
grand sl:.“E: nitiatly, IFEE[ ;};unm:e my efforts where 1
will have the greatest concentration of the four species in
the same ares. Early in the season I will fish the mud Oats
in the back end of Iwﬂlum cast meral lures,

and swimming p: g surface and
m?dcpt'hs Sunul‘tanmu y.IWi]J dnﬁ:l thres-veay rig,
but instead of using a sinker 1 will substitute a one to 3-
ounce buckuil fpped with o spearing/aquid combo and o
sandwerm on the main hook.

In the summer and fall, I will use these sume tactics in
fishing deeper holes, shoals and channel edges with some
moditications. 1 tend to use & heavier bucktail of 3 to 5
cunces to mamtwin bottom contact, and I will use Bve bait,
such as pesnut bunker or a killie, on the main line, snd a
sundwarm on the bucktail.

Usually, these techniques will produce 4 grand slam, but
sometimes & & ;Leﬁﬁh will remain elusive. When
this happens, I then bm.k out the trolling or chunkin
rodds o accomplish my goal. Fishing in the locations
have mentioned allows me to work nearby channel edges
or humps, which can be rolled with umbrella rigs, stretch

or spoons, Some of my best locations include the
itan Reach buoys from 10 o 20, and Ambroge, Sandy
Hook and Swash chennels. My method of trolling is to
watch my fish finder and work my lures sbout 5 teet off
the bomtom. By using lead core line, this task iz easily
accomplished by lemming our one color, which gets me to my

desired d

Twaill
centrute my efforts
around Romes
Shoal and Flynas
Enall, which are
effective areas to
chunk with busnder
or -t figh clam
baims. vy method
of chunking is to
look for some
mussel beds and
concentrations of baitfish or e fish, then I anchor I
lower a chum :dlumnhuudﬂ:marmmdsmdm £=
tom and then begin throwing chunks of bunker ar clams
into the current, | rig up my chunling rod with a fish finder
rig and put on i j &Tﬂfchmnraﬁﬁhpmof
bunker - I'm =

ITING STARTED o
first grand ng a three-
hﬂigTﬂ}:K:ﬂmhnngmwhqu Etnvu.k-
fish and fluke. Iﬂ:mmttnﬁuﬂ}rlﬂmdu
Channel and trofled up a blusfish and a
only one mile away. Total time to achieve
was one hourl
dwm.ﬁﬂnﬁahmmﬂmn]ﬂmm;}]m
changes, but my preplanned strategy allows me to
ada.;:nt 1 1%&& fish's movements. As you can see, with proper
plnﬂmngmdmrhngrh:gr;hgh:lnﬂmtﬁuﬂmspﬂﬁ:
of vear, you, too can achieve 3 Raritan Bay grand dam!
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